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A. Welcome to Biology Biology will always be a part of your life (no pun intended).  Much of the skill and knowledge gained this year will be applied throughout your lifetime, no matter what your career choice.  Additionally, some of the world’s most pressing problem, from climate change to feeding the growing human population, will be solved with help by biologists. To this end, I have established several goals. In this Biology course I hope that you will:

       * develop an understanding of basic biological concepts

       * apply the scientific process to solve problems

       * become better prepared to make decisions as a consumer and citizen of the world
       * think critically, challenge assumptions, and ask questions
B. Course Sequence:
This course is divided into approximately four large units, each aligned to meet the Next Generation Science Standards (NGSS). NGSS Disciplinary Core Ideas, Crosscutting Concepts, and Science & Engineering Practices are incorporated into each unit. These will be broken into smaller, more manageable units. The following is a summary of the Life Science Core Ideas. 

1. Ecosystems: Interactions, Energy, and Dynamics, including carrying capacity, biodiversity, populations, matter cycling and energy flow, stability and change in ecosystems, reduction of human impact on ecosystems and biodiversity, and species interactions
2. From Molecules to Organisms: Structures and Processes, including protein synthesis, homeostasis, cellular division and differentiation, the molecules of life, photosynthesis, and cellular respiration
3. Heredity: Inheritance and Variation of Traits, including the role of DNA and chromosomes in coding for traits, genetic variation, and probability of traits in a population, 
4. Biological Evolution: Unity and Diversity, including lines of evidence for evolution (the changing of species over time), natural selection, and other factors that drive evolution, 
C. Classroom Guidelines: be kind, be bold, take care. And specifically, …
a. Listen carefully to directions. Your safety and the safety of others depends on it.
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Be prepared and ready to work on time before the bell, with pencil, lab journal, paper and scientific calculator. Extra supplies are in the black plastic cabinet in back near the wash station. Quietly help yourself if needed.
c. Respect your and other’s right to learn.  This includes cooperating with the class goal of meeting the learning target and following the Safety Agreement.
d. Students are dismissed by the teacher, not by the bell. You are responsible for cleaning your table, lab and adjacent areas. Please stay seated so I can check all areas are clean and safe. I will dismiss class once we are successful.
e. Treat all organisms (including you and your classmates) and materials with care and respect.  No personal grooming (bacteria!) No eating or drinking unless approved by teacher (chemicals AND bacteria!)! 
f. No electronics unless for an agreed upon academic reason. They need to be off and out of sight. I follow the policy outlined in the student handbook.  Unless used in specific ways, electronics diminish student learning due to their distractive nature. Please go to https://www.natcom.org/communication-currents/mobile-phones-class-can-help-and-hurt-student-learning for recent research on cell phone use in the classroom. If a parent/guardian needs to reach you, they can call the 2nd floor office at (360) 396-3333- even for emergencies. You will be contacted immediately by a staff member. 
g. Parents:  Please do not text or call your student during class time. This deeply disrupts learning. If it is unavoidable, please discuss when it is appropriate for your student to answer (during passing, before and after school, and during lunch).
h. Utilize bathroom policy appropriately. Please use the bathroom before coming to class and be on time. If you have an emergency, you may use the restroom.
i. Maintain Code of Academic Integrity- outlined below

General Responsibilities

· A student shall in no way misrepresent his or her work.

· A student shall in no way fraudulently or unfairly advance his or her academic position. 

· A student shall refuse to be a party to another student's failure to maintain academic integrity. 

Examples of Violations (this is not a definitive list).
· Knowingly representing the work of others as one’s own.

· Using, obtaining, or providing unauthorized assistance on tests, quizzes, project, papers, or any other academic work.

· Knowingly ignoring a violation of this code by another student.
Specific Guidelines for Courses

· Assessments: no student should receive help in doing a course assessment that is meant to test what he or she can do without help from others. No student may take an examination for another student. 

· Coursework: students are encouraged to discuss the content of the course among themselves, and to help each other to master it, but representing another's work as one's own is plagiarism and a violation of this Code. If materials are taken from published sources the student must clearly and completely cite the source of such materials. If lab data is used from a source other than your experiment, please cite your source, whether given “ideal” data or data from another lab group.
Academic Misconduct. 

· If Academic Misconduct is suspected, your teacher will require you to repeat the assessment or coursework at another time and may assign a behavioral consequence such as a detention. 

· Examples of academic misconduct include but are not limited to: talking during a test, looking at another student’s paper during a test, bringing unauthorized materials into a test, and disruptive behavior in the classroom. 

Adapted & modified from Code of Academic Integrity. (n.d.). Retrieved August 4, 2015, from http://cuinfo.cornell.edu/aic.cfm
D. Science Journals:

Students are expected to keep a lab journal, which is a record of everything they do for the class. Lab Journals should be brought to class every day, along with a pen and pencil. These should be out and ready for use before the bell rings each day. Handouts should be glued in chronological order, into the lab journals. 
E. Attendance

You are responsible for getting absent work. Handouts are available in the hanging files near the front door. A group partner is your first resource. Also see the assignment board, or my website (currently under reconstruction). Check in with me (if needed) at the end of the class or before/after school so there is time to talk. 
F. Grades
Students should focus on what’s learned, not what’s earned. To promote this concept, Standards Based Grading is used, which measures student learning using a descriptive scale rather than percentages. I understand the reality of grades, however, so the following scale should help translate between Standards Based Grading and traditional letter 
grades:
Scale
Descriptor
Traditional Letter Grade


4.0
Above standard 


A

3.0
Met standard 


B

2.0
Approaching standard 


C

0.0
Little to No evidence of meeting standard  
F

No 1.0 (D) is given on any assessment or coursework. However, a student could potentially receive a 1.0 depending on his or her cumulative quarter or semester grade if the student has demonstrated consistent effort on each of the units. In addition, a cumulative grade could show-up as a non-integer (i.e. 3.5, 2.7, etc.) when Skyward calculates grades into the corresponding letter grade. 

I provide students detailed learning targets at the start of each unit, which outline the expectations and specific indicators & examples of each descriptor/scale. I plan each class period to help students meet the learning standards. 

For this course Skyward shows two categories: Assessments, Labs, and Coursework: 

· Assessments represent 80% of a student’s grade and measure the degree to which a student has met the learning standards; these could be tests, quizzes, projects, graded discussions, etc. Students who are not satisfied with an assessment grade may reassess and/or rewrite a final project up until the semester deadline, excepting the semester final. 

· Labs represent 15% of a student’s grade. Labs assess a student’s ability to design, carry-out, analyze and explain experimental data.  Part of the grade will be for participation, which requires attendance. component of all labs includes a student’s ability to communicate and work together as a team. We do labs frequently on block days, so avoid planned absences on block days!  
· Coursework represents 5% of a student’s grade and is designed to help students practice the learning targets. Examples of coursework include homework, POGILs, class discussions, reading assignments, etc. 
· Students use stamp sheets to track their lab and coursework assessments.  The results are entered into Skyward approximately every other week. Stamp sheets should be the most current tool to see how your student is doing in class.
G. Assignments

1.) Assignments help you practice what you need to know and be able to do. Those who do the work, do the learning. NOTE: When answering questions from a text or handout, be certain the question accompanies your answer, so the assignment is useful for review purposes. This is also known as “Incorporate the Question In your Answer or IQIA No credit for “naked” answers.
2.) Homework is done outside of class and, or once other class work is finished. It is due at the beginning of class. The assignments are carefully planned for optimum learning and preparation for class and your group will count on you to be prepared. If there is a family emergency or other unavoidable circumstance, I will accept late work. 
3.) Absent work must be made up within reasonable time for optimal learning. Usually two (2) days are given per each day of absence. But by their very nature, some labs will not be able to be repeated or made up. If you cannot make up the lab you will still be expected to get the data from a helpful lab partner and write it up. Indicate your absence and where the source of the data. All missing work must be handed in no later than a week before the end of each quarter or a score of “0” will be applied, except for extreme circumstances.
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It is going to be a great year! 
. 

\
Gary Larson 
